
Everything Environmental Lawyers Wish Environmental Consultants Knew
Environmental lawyers and environmental consultants frequently work together on different environmental matters. These matters 
include environmental pre-purchase due diligence, contaminated sites remediation and development, environmental audits, and 
environmental litigation in both courts and tribunals. 

This presentation will focus on topics that environmental lawyers wish environmental consultants knew when working on different 
environmental matters (with or without environmental lawyers), including:

considerations for consultants when undertaking environmental pre-purchase due diligence 

acting as a litigation expert (before administrative tribunals and the courts) avoiding common consultant “blunders”, and providing an 
update about changes to environmental legislation and the implications for environmental consultants.
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Joanna Vince, B.Sc. (Hons.) J.D., is a Partner at Willms & Shier 
Environmental Lawyers LLP and is a Certified Specialist in Environ-
mental Law by the Law Society of Ontario. Joanna has significant 
expertise assisting clients with environmental approvals and 
permits for developments and industry. Joanna advises industry, 
conservation authorities, governments and crown corporations, 
Inuit groups, tribunals and land claims organizations on environ-
mental law matters.

Joanna advises on the environmental liabilities associated with con-
taminated lands and how to manage those liabilities for holding, 
redeveloping, buying and selling contaminated lands. Joanna 
helps clients navigate the environmental regulatory process. She 
advises clients about compliance obligations and represents them 
in managing regulatory inspections and investigations.  

Joanna has appeared before environmental tribunals and boards 
on behalf of clients to obtain, confirm or dispute environmental 
permits and approvals, including for certificates of property use, 
wastewater treatment systems, noise and air emissions, and water 
permits.

Joanna is called to the Bar in the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, 
Ontario and the Yukon.
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