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The frequency and magnitude for wildfire and other
structure fire events has been increasing as a direct

result of climate change. The cleanup required to rebuild
following a fire event often necessitates the evaluation of
affected soils, ash, and other debris in order to evaluate the
residual risks to human health and the environment, as well
as to characterize materials that are to be taken off-Site for
disposal.

As fire is known to generate several toxic chemicals
from incomplete combustion, to properly characterize
these potentially impacted materials, it is first necessary
to determine which potential contaminants of concern
(PCOCs) may be associated with a fire event. This
evaluation process is critical, as the exclusion of PCOCs
could result in the misclassification of soils, while the
inclusion of too many PCOCs may be cost prohibitive,
especially for expensive analysis such as Dioxins and
Furans.

This presentation will examine the soil and surface ash
analytical results from several postfire investigations
conducted following various wildfire and large fire events
in order to provide insight into the likely presence of
individual compounds as a direct result of a fire event.
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