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Our Mission and what we Regulate

CER-regulated Infrastructure

• Over 73,000 km of oil and 

gas pipelines

• 1,400 km of electrical 

power lines

We regulate pipelines, energy 

development and trade on 

behalf of Canadians in a way 

that protects the public and the 

environment while supporting 

efficient markets



• Canadian Energy Regulator Act (CER Act)

Regulatory Context
CER is responsible for making sure pipelines are constructed, 

operated, and abandoned in a safe and secure manner that 

protects people, property and the environment

• Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act (COGOA)

• Oil and Gas Operations Act (OGOA)

• Onshore Pipeline Regulation (OPR) is 

performance-based



CER Regulatory Framework



Onshore Pipeline Regulations (OPR) - Environment

Section 48
A company shall develop, implement and maintain an environmental 

protection program that anticipates, prevents, manages and mitigates 

conditions that could adversely affect the environment 

Section 6.5 (1)
Management System Elements

• Identify hazards, evaluate and manage potential risks, 

manage and mitigate contamination, etc.

Compliance Verification
• Compliance meetings, inspections, report reviews, 

audits



Contamination Reported to the CER



Contamination Reported to the CER



Pipeline Profiles

RegDocs

Interactive Pipeline Map

CER Remediation Webpage

Contaminated Sites Information

https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/facilities-we-regulate/pipeline-profiles/index.html
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Home/Index
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/industry-performance/interactive-pipeline/
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/environment/remediation/index.html
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Remediation Process Guide (2020)

Important to have technical guidance to go along with performance-based 

regulation

RPG provides the framework by which 

companies can show they are meeting our 

requirements for environmental protection 

related to contamination

Remediation Process Guide

https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/environment/remediation/remediation-process-guide-2020/remediation-process-guide.pdf


How the process begins:

• Contamination is reported to the CER in a notice of contamination 

(NOC) in the online event reporting system (OERS). 

Two circumstances for submitting an NOC:

• Contamination is identified/encountered and confirmed by analytical 

testing

• Contamination associated with an incident cannot be remediated within    

12 weeks of incident being reported

Contaminant Remediation Process



Remediation Process

Notice of 
Contamination

Remedial
Action
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Closure Report

Abandonment

Risk 
Management 

Plan
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Third Party 
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Process



Notification and Engagement

• Companies establish a systematic and proactive approach to project-

specific engagement with potentially affected persons and communities

• A Record of Engagement is a component of remedial action plans, risk 

management plans and closure plans

Annual Updates

• All active sites

• Submitted to the CER by 30 June every year

Remediation Process



Supplemental Guidance

Bulletin 1: Third Party Contamination

• Reporting

• Manage contamination

• Evidence that contamination is third party

Updated Appendix H: Closure Report Worksheet 

• Expanded section in background information and remediation criteria

• New section “Demonstration Contamination is Remediated”
• Integrated into document “Concordance Table” section

Remediation Process

https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/environment/remediation/bulletin-1-third-party-contamination.html


Remediation Process

Third Party Checklist



Remediation Process

Closure Report Worksheet



Advancements

Third Party 
Contamination 
Process and 

expanded 
Closure 

reporting 
guidance

Continued 
work with 
provinces/ 

territories in 
overlapping 
jurisdictions

Engagement 
requirements 
work toward 

reconciliation 
with 

Indigenous 
peoples

OERS and 
Public posting 

of 
contaminated 

sites 
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Questions?
remediation@cer-rec.gc.ca


