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(The) Good, the Bad and the Ugly!  
Managing Environmental Risks & Liabilities – Regulatory Liability

John Georgakopoulos and Matthew Gardner, Willms & Shier Environmental Lawyers LLP

Recent decisions from the Supreme Court of Canada, 
provincial courts across the country and environmental 
tribunals are re-shaping environmental risks, and regulatory 
and civil liabilities in Canada.

Part 2 – Regulatory Liability 
Environmental regulatory liability is reaching farther 
than ever. Corporate directors and officers, lenders, real 
estate brokers and others find themselves faced with new 
and expanding environmental liabilities and regulatory 
requirements. Regulatory prosecutions across Canada are 
giving rise to higher fines and creative sentencing. 

More than ever, property owners, businesses, and their 
professional advisors need to understand the evolving risks 
and potential liabilities, and how to manage them in their 
day-to-day operations.

John Georgakopoulos
John Georgakopoulos is a Partner at Willms & Shier 
Environmental Lawyers LLP and is a Certified Specialist in 
Environmental Law by the Law Society of Ontario. John 
resolves complex environmental legal issues for clients, 
uniquely drawing on his technical knowledge as a former 
senior environmental scientist with Ontario’s environmental 
regulator. John has particular expertise advising property 
developers, REITs, industrial manufacturers, and 
municipalities about managing environmental risks and 
liabilities associated with brownfields and contaminated 
sites. John provides strategic advice to help protect clients 
against corporate and personal environmental liabilities 
including civil claims, regulatory orders, prosecutions and 
fines. John is called to the Bar in Alberta and Ontario.

Matthew Gardner
Matthew Gardner is a Partner at Willms & Shier 
Environmental Lawyers LLP and is a Certified Specialist in 
Environmental Law by the Law Society of Ontario. Matthew 
practices environmental law and environmental litigation. 
He provides advice and solutions about environmental 
due diligence and compliance to a wide range of clients 
including industrial corporations, the construction and land 
development sectors and municipalities. Matthew also 
provides advice and solutions about contaminated land 
issues, environmental risk management, environmental 
transactional due diligence and regulatory compliance. 
Matthew regularly appears before the Courts and 
administrative tribunals. He also assists clients under 
inspection or investigation by federal, provincial and 
municipal environmental regulators, and defends clients 
against environmental regulatory prosecutions. Matthew is 
called to the Bar in Alberta and Ontario.
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