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• Historical Resource
• “any work of nature or of hum ans that is prim arily of value 

for its palaeontological, archaeological, prehistoric, 
historic, cultural, natural, scientific or aesthetic interest”

• Historic Resource Site
• “any site that includes or consists of an historical resource 

of an im m ovable nature or that cannot be disassociated 
from  its context without destroying som e or all of its value 
as an historical resource”



Requirem ents under the Historical Resources Act
• Section 31 Reporting requirem ent

• “A person who discovers an historic resource in the course of m aking 
an excavation for a purpose other than for the purpose of seeking 
historic resources shall forthwith notify the M inister of the 
discovery.”

• 'excavation' is broadly interpreted by Alberta Culture to cover all 
industrial developm ent

• Section 37 HRIA requirem ent
• “(2) W hen the M inister is of the opinion that any operation or activity 

… is likely to result in the alteration, dam age or destruction of historic 
resources, the M inister m ay order that person
• (a) to carry out an assessm ent...
• (b) to prepare and subm it... a report... of the effect...
• (c) to undertake all salvage, preservative or protective m easures 

or take any other action that the M inister considers necessary.”
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M anage and M inim ize the risk of Historic 
Resource Com plications
• Check the Listing of Historic Resources
• Predictive M odeling
• Pre-Application Screening
• Pre-developm ent Survey or Im pact Assessm ent
• M onitoring in high risk areas
• Orientation of construction personnel
• Chance Find Protocols



Listing of Historic Resources
Historic Resource Values (HRV)
• HRV 1, 2, 3: Provincially Designated  

Site –Consult with HRM B
• HRV 4: Known site –m ay require 

im pact assessm ent or m itigation
• HRV 5: High potential –m ay require 

HRA Review 
Historic Resource Classes
• A: Archaeology –m ay require HRIA
• H: Historic (building) –m ay require 

docum entation
• P: Palaeontology –m ay require HRIA
• C: Cultural –m ay require FN 

Consultation





Chance Find Protocols
• Reporting required under Section 31
• Recom m ended Actions:

• Stop any work that m ay im pact the resource
• Flag a tem porary buffer
• Record photos, GPS location and description of the find
• Confirm the find with your historic resource consultant
• Reportto Alberta Culture, or include in Consultant report



• Alberta Culture & Tourism

• w w w .alberta.ca/archaeology.aspx

• Archaeological Society of Alberta
• w w w .arkyalberta.com /

• Tree Tim e Services
• Blog: archaeologyblog.treetim eservices.ca
• Facebook: facebook.com /TreeTim eArchaeology/
• Regulatory update new sletter: em ail 

archaeology@ treetim e.ca to subscribe

Learn M ore


