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Policy Context

Plan Edmonton

Environmental Strategic Plan
— 19 Environmental Topic Areas

Contaminated Sites Strategy

— Sites owned/acquired by City

— City Right of Way Contamination

— Third Party Sites

Brownfields Redevelopment

— Third Party Sites with redevelopment
potential
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Pilot Program Development

e

e Council direction

« Brownfield Redevelopment Committee
 Review of other Canadian programs
 Develop Pilot Program Framework
 Consultation with Stakeholders/Developers
 Administrative/Council Approval

. Budget Approval for Program \l/,
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« 1-3 Year Remediation & Development Period

Key Elements of Pilot Program

Application Period

— Applications reviewed, accepted and the current property tax

recorded as the base value

— During this period the site remediated and developed

Issue of Grant

— After occupancy permit obtained grant issued based on formula:

Grant = ‘Property Tax After Development’ minus ‘Base Value’

multiplied by five

— Grant cannot exceed the total cost of remediation
or $100,000
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Eligibility Criteria of the Pilot Program

Key eligibility criteria for brownfield sites:

Site within Edmonton
Site soil and/or groundwater Contaminated

Site not previously covered in any provincial or
federal program

Not municipal, provincial or federal lands

Firm commitment by owner to redevelop
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Funding of the Pilot Program

e Total cost of the pilot program $500,000
o Grant will not exceed the cost of remediation.
e Cap of $100,000 per grant - five sites.

 Funding of Brownfields Pilot from City’s Operating
Budget

 No applicable Federal or Provincial Funding
programs in recent budgets

 Funding is over a three year period
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What A Brownfield Can Become

Before Atter 0l

* Possible Use

/
* Original Site , f—\/
g, ot
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Program Implementation
& Results to Date

e Application closing date September
30, 2005

 Five applications received

* ‘Performance Agreement’ on one
site signed off

« Second ‘Performance Agreement’
being developed

 One site withdrawn from program
 Two sites ineligible
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~ Citypays déveloper tocleanup polluted

site for condo project

CORDON KENT
Civie Affairs Writer
EDMONTON

 The city is giving Christenson Devel-
opments up to $100,000 to clean a pol-
huted downtown property where the

compantywants to builda 13-storey con-

dominium rower,

It’s the first grant handed out under 3
$500,000pilot project o decontaminate
land that is ready for redevelopment,

There are quite a fevw sites in Edmon.-
ton:thatare eligible for this remediation,
Christenson Developments president
Greg Christenson said Monday.

“Thereason they're putting moneyinio
thern s as a catalyst,”

His company plans to build the con-
dominium on a vacant half-hectare Jot
soitth of 105th Avenve berween 111tk

TR ccvmoaax L,
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£500,000 pilot pl'(};ECt aimed at restoring contaminated locations

Street and 112th Streer.

Thelandnext to the former downtown
railyards was used for decades Dy vari-
ous businesses, including a gas station
withabove-ground storage tanks for pe- ,
troleuan prodhucts whichapparentiycon- - sense of how theyl proceed following
raminatedthesoll, * publichearings June 14,

Scienceand technolgyhave improved - The cleanup will probably take two or
to the point that such problems can be - three months, hesaid The firmwants o
dealtwithmoreeasily, making suchsites . start constriction by next spring,
attractive for development, Christenson ' . City officials had expecied tohand out
said. However, the project would be ~ fve grants inder the cleanup project.
“marginal” without the city's contriby- - However, it only received tywo appli-
tion, he said, althongh he idn't have a  cations by the March 31 deadline, so
cost estimate for the cleanup, | companiesnow have until Sept. 30to be-

“This goes a long way toward elimi- * comeinvolved, said Randatl Colgan, en-
nating the negaiive elements of the site.” vironmental projectengineerin the ity's

Company development managerBard ~ environment office,

Golightlysaid the timing of theworkde-
pends on when city council approves
an overall plan for the north edge of
downtown, from 1015t Street to about
116th Street, He hopes 1o have a better

i P P P

It appears the earlier deadline didn’s
give firmseniough tme for the necessary
paperwork, he said.

To be eligible for the money, owners
must finish a cleanup by Dec. 31, 2007,
and erect a huilding. _ :

“Itwe get somebody to develop on (2}
site, rather than just have tsit there con-
taminated, the city is benefiting by hav-
ing aclean site with a development we
can use.” :

He couldn't sayexactly how many pal-
luted properties there are in Edmon-
tom, but one of his colleagues has esti-
mated there are 10( o 200, _

Manyare former gasstatioq locations,
Colgan said,

gken{@thejorrnal cauwest.com
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Next Steps

Work with 2" Applicant to Complete ‘Performance
Agreement’

Follow projects through to completion

Interview program participants .... and those that
showed interest but did not apply

Determine if support for permanent program can
be obtained from other orders of government

Develop recommendations for Senior Management
and City Council regarding future of Brownfields \
Redevelopment Program NH{

.



General Observations

Program Positives

e (Good interest in program

e Good City Council, Management & Media support
 Spurred some redevelopment

Program Barriers

 Regulatory Issues

 Program Timing / Marketing — development cycle
e Competing with ‘Greenfield’ development

* Not enough $$$ \l/,
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Contact Information

Mark Brostrom, P. Eng.

Director

Office of the Environment

City of Edmonton

Phone (780) 496-5992

E-mail: mark.brostrom@edmonton.ca

Dave Lapp

Environmental Scientist
Transportation & Streets

City of Edmonton

Phone (780) 496-6782

E-mail: dave.lapp@edmonton.ca
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