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Policy Context

• Plan Edmonton
• Environmental Strategic Plan

– 19 Environmental Topic Areas

• Contaminated Sites Strategy
– Sites owned/acquired by City
– City Right of Way Contamination
– Third Party Sites

• Brownfields Redevelopment
– Third Party Sites with redevelopment 

potential
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• Council direction 

• Brownfield Redevelopment Committee

• Review of other Canadian programs

• Develop Pilot Program Framework

• Consultation with Stakeholders/Developers

• Administrative/Council Approval

• Budget Approval for Program

Pilot Program Development
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• Application Period
– Applications reviewed, accepted and the current property tax 

recorded as the base value

• 1-3 Year Remediation & Development Period
– During this period the site remediated and developed

• Issue of Grant
– After occupancy permit obtained grant issued based on formula:

Grant = ‘Property Tax After Development’ minus ‘Base Value’
multiplied by five

– Grant cannot exceed the total cost of remediation 
or $100,000

Key Elements of Pilot Program



City of Edmonton RemTech 2005

Key eligibility criteria for brownfield sites:

• Site within Edmonton

• Site soil and/or groundwater Contaminated

• Site not previously covered in any provincial or 
federal program

• Not municipal, provincial or federal lands

• Firm commitment by owner to redevelop

Eligibility Criteria of the Pilot Program
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• Total cost of the pilot program $500,000

• Grant will not exceed the cost of remediation.

• Cap of $100,000 per grant - five sites.

• Funding of Brownfields Pilot from City’s Operating 
Budget

• No applicable Federal or Provincial Funding
programs in recent budgets

• Funding is over a three year period

Funding of the Pilot Program
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Before
* Original Site

After
* Possible Use

What A Brownfield Can Become
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• Application closing date September 
30, 2005

• Five applications received
• ‘Performance Agreement’ on one 

site signed off
• Second ‘Performance Agreement’

being developed
• One site withdrawn from program
• Two sites ineligible

Program Implementation
& Results to Date
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• Work with 2nd Applicant to Complete ‘Performance 
Agreement’

• Follow projects through to completion
• Interview program participants …. and those that 

showed interest but did not apply
• Determine if support for permanent program can 

be obtained from other orders of government
• Develop recommendations for Senior Management 

and City Council regarding future of Brownfields 
Redevelopment Program

Next Steps
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Program Positives
• Good interest in program
• Good City Council, Management & Media support
• Spurred some redevelopment

Program Barriers
• Regulatory Issues
• Program Timing / Marketing – development cycle
• Competing with ‘Greenfield’ development
• Not enough $$$

General Observations
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Contact Information

Mark Brostrom, P. Eng.
Director
Office of the Environment
City of Edmonton
Phone (780) 496-5992
E-mail: mark.brostrom@edmonton.ca

Dave Lapp
Environmental Scientist
Transportation & Streets
City of Edmonton
Phone (780) 496-6782
E-mail: dave.lapp@edmonton.ca
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