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HOW DID WE GET HERE?

Standing Committee Review 
and Stakeholder Engagement

Nov 
2016

Written Submission of Review
Feb 

2017Government of Canada 
introduces Bill C-68

Feb 
2018

Royal Assent of Bill C-68
June 
2019

Coming into force
Aug 
2019

Review Initiated
Nov 
2015



WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR CHANGES?

 Reverting to the prohibition against the “harmful alteration or 
disruption, or destruction” (HADD) of fish habitat, which is designed 
to provide protection for all fish species and fish habitat

 Additional changes



TRANSITIONAL PERIOD



LETTERS OF ADVICE



LETTERS OF ADVICE

DFO Guidance with respect to Letters of Advice
 Recommendation to have previous Letters of Advice reviewed by a 

qualified professional
 Letters of Advice received prior to 28 August 2019, are NOT

“grandfathered”



CASE STUDY – ALBERTA

 What is the typical process for getting a surface water licence 
approved in Alberta?

- Water Act application
- Public Lands Act application or written approval from landowner
- First Nations consultation
- DFO review



DFO REQUEST FOR REVIEW PROCESS

 What is it?
 Is it required?
 What is the process?
 How long does it take?
 What if I choose to not submit my project for DFO review?



WHAT IS IT?

 Promotes compliance
 Provide mitigations
 DFO feedback
 Opportunity to adjust



REQUIRED OR NOT?

 The requirement to have a project reviewed (or not) by DFO has not 
changed

 “Self-assessment” process has been updated
 Two main elements to consider:

- Does the waterbody in question require a review?
- Can your project follow all of the measures to protect fish and fish 

habitat?



WATERBODY SPECIFIC

 A project review by DFO is not required for waterbodies that 
include:

- artificial waterbodies that aren’t connected to a waterbody that contains 
fish at any time during any given year

or
- any other waterbody that:

• doesn’t contain fish at any time during any given year
• isn’t connected to a waterbody that contains fish at any time during any given 

year



MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND FISH HABITAT

 If you can follow ALL measures to protect fish and fish habitat, you 
do not need to request a project review

 Measures most relevant to water withdrawals from fish bearing 
waterbodies

Avoidance = project planning Unavoidable = DFO Review



 Water withdrawals from fish bearing waterbodies are often unable to meet ALL
the measures to protect fish and fish habitat

INHERENT NEED FOR DFO REVIEWS



WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

 DFO Request for Review PDF form
 Should be completed by a qualified professional
 How much info to provide is based on a number of variables
 In Alberta, submission to Central Arctic Regional office



WHAT TYPE OF INFORMATION IS REQUIRED?



TIMELINE FOR RESPONSE

 Triage department response (4-8 weeks)
 If project specific review is required (4-8 week review period)
 Recent experience with delays due to COVID-19 and limited DFO 

staff with full accessibility to servers (timelines about 1.5X)



WHAT IF I DON’T SUBMIT MY PROJECT FOR REVIEW?

 AER inspections planned for Spring and Summer 2020
 DFO to coordinate on an inspection blitz
 Worst-case scenario



HOW MUCH AND HOW LONG TO COMPLETE?

 How long? How much?



FINAL THOUGHTS

 We have prepared, submitted, and received approval for over 20 
term licences in Alberta and British Columbia

 We’ve had the opportunity to be in close contact with both the 
provincial and federal regulators

 Pick up the phone
 Ask the questions
 Get second opinions

The Fisheries Act has changed,
are you covered?



If you have any questions regarding this presentation or 
the services that we provide, please contact us at the 
below: 

1600 – 400 3 Ave SW
Calgary AB T2P 4H2
Canada

Calgary Office

Contact Info

Telephone

CONTACT INFO
Integrated Sustainability

620 — 1050 West Pender Street
Vancouver BC V6E 3S7
Canada

Vancouver Office

11111 Katy Fwy STE 910
Houston, TX 77079-2119
USA

Houston Office

St. James, Holetown
Barbados

Barbados Office

41 — 713068 R.R. 65
Grande Prairie, AB T8W 5E7
Canada

Grande Prairie
Field Office

Robert Best
Robert.Best@IntegratedSustainability.ca

Mobile Phone: +1 (403) 618-9314
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